
God Is Sovereign: Sermon Notes  
 
Thesis: God Is Sovereign 
 A definition of God’s sovereignty: 
  -God is all-powerful and He intentionally and personally exercises His power and  
   rule over all spheres of creation. 
  -God’s sovereignty is His omnipotence in action. 
 
Sovereignty in the Bible 
            -General Sovereignty  
                        -Ephesians 1:11 
                        -Lamentations 3:37-38 
                        -Psalm 135:5-6 
                        -Psalm 75:7 
                        -Luke 1:51-55 
            -Sovereignty over Nations 
                        -Prov. 21:1, 22:28 
                        -Acts 17:26 
                        -2 Chron. 20:6 
                        -Jer. 18:5-10 
                        -Romans 13:1-2 
            -Sovereignty over Natural Events 
                        -Psalm 104:14 
                        -Job 37:6-13 
                        -Mathew 10:28-31 
                        -Matt. 5:45 
            -Sovereignty over Random Events 
                        -Prov. 16:33 
                        -Jonah 1:7 
                        -1 Kings 22:34 
            -Sovereignty over Bad Events 
                        -Isaiah 45:5-7 
                        -Deut. 32:39 
                        -Job 1:21-22 
                        -Prov. 16:4 
            -Sovereignty over Individual Lives 
                        -Psalm 139:13-16 
                        -Jer. 1:5 
                        -Gal. 1:15 
                        -Eph. 2:10 
            -Sovereignty over Personal Decisions 
                        -Prov. 16:9 
                        -Ps. 105:24 
                        -Isa. 63:17 
                        -Matthew 11:25 
                        -Isa. 45:23, Philippians 2:10-11 



                        -I Kings 12:15 
                        -Pharaoh–Exod. 4:21, 7:3, 9:12, 8:15,32 
                        -Gen. 50:20 
                        -Ezekiel 36:26-27- God causes the Gospel to be effective in our hearts! 
 
Objections to God’s Sovereignty 
 -How does this square with human responsibility? 
  -Scripture affirms both God’s sovereignty and our ability to make genuine,  
   responsible, accountable choices.  
  -God is big enough to make people who have genuine choice while also existing  
   under His control and lordship. 
  -These two truths may cause tension w/ each other, but they are not contradictory. 
  -We cannot fully comprehend this, and that is ultimately okay. 
   -As limited creatures, our understanding is limited. 
   -We do not have to fully understand something for it to be true and real. 
 -Doesn’t God’s sovereignty limit our motivation to act? 
  -That’s not how the Bible sees it. In God’s Word, sovereignty motivates action. 
   -Acts 27:22-31 
    -Paul is assured by an angel that no life will be lost, yet still acts to  
     ensure the men on the ship listen to him, lest a life be lost. 
   -Acts 18:9-11 
    -God’s sovereignty is an encouragement in evangelism.  The fact  
     that God is in control gives hope (indeed, the only hope we  
     have) for success. 
 - If God is sovereign over everything, He would ultimately be responsible for evil. 
  -The Bible always places responsibility/culpability on us/creation. 
  -The Bible never says that God directly does evil. 
  -The Bible repeatedly shows God using evil and our sinful choices for good. 
  -Genesis 50:20. 
  -Ultimately, God chose to allow evil.  He could have stopped it.  He chose not to. 
  -Consider two alternatives: 
   -Either He is sovereign and oversees evil, which does leave us w/ tension. 
   -Or, He isn’t sovereign over evil, and has no control over it. In this   
    scenario, evil came into the world against God’s desires, yet He  
    had no ability to prevent it. Thus, evil may ultimately win out in  
    the end, and God might not be able to stop it. This is biblically  
    untenable, while the other alternative accords with Scripture (yet  
    still admittedly leaving us in tension- this question is not easy!)  
  -Would God still be God if evil existed in this world that He didn’t allow?  
 - If God is sovereign, it is not fair that He would find fault with us for our decisions. 
  -The answers of Job 38-42 and Romans 9:19-22. 
  -Who are we, as fallen, limited, created beings, to question God? 



  -Who are we to question His goodness, fairness, control, wisdom, etc.? 
 
The Great Comfort of Sovereignty 
 -Biblically, God’s sovereignty is to be a comfort to His people. 
 -Romans 8:28-29 
  -God works all things for the good of those who love Him. 
 -We must note God’s sovereignty is not a comfort to those who are not God’s people. 
  -Are you one of God’s people?  
 
Sovereignty and the Gospel  
 -Luke 22:22 
 -Acts 4:27-28 
 -Acts 2:23 
 -God ordained salvation by the cross through the specific, responsible actions of men. 
 -God was directly sovereign over the greatest sin ever committed by humanity. 
  -He used the sinful actions of people to bring salvation to the world.  
 -God exercises His great sovereignty to save His people. 


