
God Is Righteous: Sermon Notes 
 
Introductory Question 
 -In a world full of corruption, where will we find righteousness?  
 
Defining Righteousness 
 -Everything God is, does, and commands is morally right, just, and good. 
 
 1st Aspect of Righteousness: Internal Righteousness  
  -God’s essential holiness, rightness, goodness. 
  -Luke 18:19 
 
 2nd Aspect of Righteousness: Legislative Righteousness  
  -God’s mandates and commands are all perfect and good. 
  -Isaiah 45:19 
  -Psalm 119:144, 160, 162-164, 105-106 
  -Application: Do we recognize that God’s commands are good?  
 
Righteousness Questioned: Exodus 17:1-4 
 -The Israelites put God on trial (test and quarrel), even after He created and saved them. 
  -The accusation is attempted homicide. 
  -The proposed sentence is the stoning of Moses.  
 -They question God’s internal and distributive righteousness.  
  -They question whether or not God will be fair to them, and for them. 
 
 3rd Aspect of Righteousness: Distributive Righteousness 
  -God always deals justly.  
   -He appropriately rewards the good and punishes the wicked. 
   -He is fair and right in His dealings.  
  -Revelation 19:2, 1 Samuel 26:23, Romans 2:6-9, Leviticus 19:15 
  -Application:  
   -When the world looks at the church, will it see righteousness dealt? 
   -Have you questioned whether or not God has dealt fairly with you?  
 
Righteousness Revealed: Exodus 17:5-7 
 -God responds by giving water from a rock in the desert. 
 -1 Corinthians 10:4 tells us this is a picture of the Gospel, and the rock is Christ. 
  -God determines that the rock will be struck by men, and life will come forth.  
 -Here, God responds to unrighteousness with redemptive righteousness.  
  



 4th Aspect of Righteousness: Redemptive Righteousness  
  -God, because He is righteous, comes to the aid of His oppressed people.  
   -We are plagued by sin. God comes to our aid, fights sin on our behalf. 
   -In doing so, He also makes us righteous, just as He is righteous. 
  -God’s redemptive righteousness is applied in His grace. 
   -His saving grace is a gift, compelled by His redemptive righteousness. 
  -Romans 1:16-17, 2 Corinthians 5:21 
  -God is not fair with Israel, and does not give them as they deserve. 
   -Instead of fairness, God shows His redemptive righteousness.  
   -God gives grace, seen in fullest expression in the Gospel of Jesus.  
 


