
God Is Merciful: Sermon Notes 
 
All throughout Scripture, we find that God is merciful and forgiving. To unpack this kind aspect 
of God’s character, we will talk about His grace, mercy, and patience.  
 
A God of Grace 
 -Definitions: 
  -God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment. –Wayne Grudem 
  -Sovereign, unmerited favor, given to those who deserve his wrath. –John Frame 
  -His uncoerced initiative and pervasive, extravagant demonstrations of care and  
   favour for all. –New Dictionary of Biblical Theology 
  -Note: this is only one way of talking about God’s grace. The New Testament  
   uses the word ‘grace’ in various ways, including grace as empowerment  
   for ministry or grace as essentially synonymous with the Gospel itself.  
 -Common Grace:  
  -God freely gives of His grace to all people indiscriminately.  
  -Matthew 5:45, Luke 6:35, Acts 14:17, Romans 2:14 
  -Application:  
   -By God’s grace all people receive His good gifts, even the wicked.  
   -All people, follower of God or not, are capable of doing good things, as  
    the image of God, by His common grace, resides in us all.  
 -Saving Grace: 
  -God, by incredible grace, grants salvation to sinners who believe/trust in Jesus.  
  -Romans 4:5, Ephesians 2:8-9 
  -Application:  
   -As those plagued by sin, we must recognize our great need for grace. 
   -God ordained the cross so that real sins, and real sinners, could be   
    forgiven. Grace is always available to the guilty. God’s mercy is  
   never withheld from those who come to Him.  
“The inn of mercy never closes its doors upon such, neither on weekdays nor on Sunday. Our 
Lord Jesus did not die for imaginary sins, but His heart’s blood was spilled to wash out deep 
crimson stains which nothing else can remove. He that is a dirty sinner is the kind of man that 
Jesus came to make clean.” Charles. H. Spurgeon 
 
A God of Mercy  
 -Definition: 
  -God’s goodness toward those in misery or distress. –Wayne Grudem 
  -Mercy is the goodness of God confronting human suffering and guilt.  
   –A. W. Tozer 
  -A sympathetic view of another’s distress, motivating helpful action. 



 -Mercy Personified in Jesus: 
  -Matthew 9:6, 14:14, 15:32, 20:34, Luke 7:11-17, John 13:2-5 
  -We need only look at Jesus throughout the Gospels, and we will see mercy. Jesus 
   helps those who need help. His miraculous works of mercy not only  
   authenticate His message, but also show us the merciful nature of God.  
  -Jesus even shows mercy to those who will oppose and betray Him. 
 -Mercy Demonstrated on the Cross: 
  -Titus 3:5 
  -Our greatest distress and desperation lies in our sin and need for redemption. The 
   cross is God’s greatest merciful action, helping us in our greatest need.  
 -Application:  
  -If our God is merciful, we too must be merciful. 1 John 3:17 
  -Our message to the world must be one of mercy. We dare not tell people to get  
   cleaned and fixed up before they come to Jesus. Jesus in mercy comes and 
   helps those who could not fix themselves. That is the nature of His mercy.  
 
A God of Patience 
 -Definition: 
  -God’s goodness in withholding of punishment toward those who sin over a long  
   time. –Wayne Grudem 
 -God’s Patience in Scripture:  
  -Exodus 34:6, Psalm 103:8. God is by nature patient. 
  -Jeremiah 15:15. Jeremiah, knowing how patient God is, actually asks God not to  
   be too patient with those who are opposed to Jeremiah.  
  -1 Timothy 1:12-16, Acts 8:1. God was patient with Paul, a former blasphemer  
   and persecutor of Christians, as an example for us as to just how patient  
   God can be.  
  -2 Peter 3:8. God allows sin and evil to continue, before He judges sin, because  
   He is waiting for the Gospel to go out and for more people to find   
   salvation in Him.   
 -Application: 
  -The church must be a place of great patience, bearing with one another as we  
   make mistakes. 
  -God’s patience and mercy allows the room for people to change (like Saul/Paul),  
   and come to Him. Our disposition of patience gives freedom and room for  
   others to change as well, by God’s grace 
 


