
God Is Immanuel: Sermon Transcript  
 
Matthew 1 says this:  

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  
23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall call his name Immanuel”  
You shall call his name Immanuel, which means; God with us.   
Immanuel: God with us. 
  
 Scripture is actually full of all sorts of miraculous conceptions. Sarah conceived and gave 
birth to Isaac when she was 90 years old. God opened up the womb of Manoah’s wife to give 
birth to Samson, and God opened up the womb of Hannah to give birth to Samuel. Just before 
the birth of Jesus, God worked a miracle in Elizabeth, who was old and barren, and allowed her 
to give birth to John the Baptist. All these children were conceived miraculously, by the direct 
hand and plan of God.  
 
 But none of these great promised children was the great child of God. None of these 
promised children was the Savior. All of these children prepared the way, but none of them was 
the way, the truth, and the life.  
 
 So it is fitting that no other miraculous conception was quite like the miraculous 
conception of Jesus Christ. Mary wasn’t old and/or barren, but young and a virgin. Never having 
known a man intimately, the Holy Spirit created a life in her; the boy to be named Jesus, the 
Christ, the Messiah. Or, as Matthew calls Him, Immanuel.  
 
 The name “Immanuel” means quite simply “God with us.” Immanu = with us, el = God. 
The name speaks to an even greater miracle in the conception of Jesus; not only that a boy would 
be born of a virgin, but that this boy would somehow also be God Himself, contained in the 
womb of Mary. God with us.  
 
 The name “Immanuel” is taken from Isaiah 7 and 8. We won’t do it this morning, but if 
you study Isaiah 7 and 8, you will find that Immanuel is the name of a child promised by God.  



The promise is specifically given to King Ahaz, King of Judah. Isaiah tells Ahaz that this child, 
Immanuel, will be born to a young woman, or virgin.   
 
 And the birth of this child, Immanuel—“God with us”—is a sign for the kings of the 
world, the King of Judah, and the people of God, a sign both that 1) God is in control of the 
nations, and 2) that God is with His people who have faith in Him. In Isaiah 7 and 8, this child 
Immanuel is a sign and promise from God that He will save His people. And the birth of 
Immanuel is also a call from God to not put your faith in any other king or any nation, but to put 
your trust and faith in God. For God is With Us.  
 
 So the birth of Jesus comes. And Matthew tells us that this child Jesus ultimately fulfills 
the promise of Isaiah 7 and 8. Immanuel, God with us, has been born. Through Him, God will 
save and be with His people. Don’t put your trust in any other human king, or put your faith in 
sinful nations and schemes and institutions to save you. Rather, put your faith and trust in God 
and His promised Son, Immanuel. 
 
 For this Immanuel is God with Us.   
 
 We’ve been talking these past months about who God is. 
 
 By looking at the Scriptures, we have seen that our God is a Triune God, three fully 
divine persons in one God.  In Jesus Christ, the Triune God makes Himself known to us. Romans 
8:3 says that God sent “His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.” The 2nd person of the three 
became human, like you and me. Jesus is the Triune God with us. 
 
 We learned that God is Spirit. In God Immanuel, the Spirit of God dwells on earth, and 
through Jesus, the Spirit has been sent out to live in all who believe in Him. Jesus is a perfect 
example of the Spirit-filled human. Jesus is the Holy Spirit with us.  
 
 We learned that God is Creator. Colossians 1 tells us this about Jesus; “by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.” Jesus is the 
Creator with us.  
 
 We learned that God is Sovereign. The Gospels tell us Jesus is Lord over nature, Lord 
over sickness, Lord over death, Lord over the wind and the waves, Lord of the demonic realm, 
and Lord over all the earth. Revelation 19:16 pictures Jesus Christ as having this title written on 
his leg: “Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Jesus is the Lord. Jesus is Sovereignty with us. 
 



 We learned that God is Omniscient. Jesus came as the wise teacher who instructed people 
in the Word of God. Even at 12 years old, in the temple, he astounded the greatest teachers of his 
day. When Jesus asked Peter if Peter loved him; Peter replied this way; “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus is Omniscience with us.  
 
 We learned that God is Glorious.  Has there ever been any human more glorious than 
Jesus? Yes, Isaiah tells us His physical appearance would be nothing remarkable. But to see Him 
as He truly is… Even the very mention of His birth causes multitudes of heavenly angels to erupt 
in praise. And one day, every knee will bow to Him, and heaven will be full of redeemed 
creation singing His praises. Jesus is Glory with us.  
 
 We learned that God is Holy. In Jesus we have the spotless lamb, the perfect and sinless 
human, sacrificed for us. He knew no sin, but He became sin so that we might have life. Jesus is 
Holy, Holy, Holy with us. 
 
 We learned that God is Righteous. In Jesus we see someone who treats people with 
justice. He does not take advantage of the poor, but feeds them. He speaks the truth to the 
powerful. He treats all people with righteousness, whether they be Jewish priests, Roman 
soldiers, or Samaritan women. And those of us who are unrighteous can come to Him and be 
forgiven and receive His righteousness; as Romans 3:22 says; in Christ we can have “the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.” Jesus is 
Righteousness with us. 
 
 We learned that God is our judge. In Jesus we see the God-Man who turns over the 
corrupt money-exchanging tables at the temple of God. Though Jesus did not come first to judge 
but to save, Jesus does warn us that when He returns, He will separate sheep from goats, the 
righteous from the unrighteous. 2 Timothy 4:1 says that one day Jesus will judge the living and 
the dead; He will judge all people. Jesus is Judgment with us.  
  
 We learned that God is Love. Jesus is love. John 15:13; “Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” The greatest expression of love is dying 
for the sake of another.  But this child born on Christmas day will not just die for his friends, but 
for sinners: Romans 5; “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus is Love with us. 
 
 We learned that God is Merciful. God grants grace, and mercy, and patience to those who 
are in distress and in trouble, and who have not earned his mercy. Jesus is the merciful one, who 
even as He is crucified cries out to God; “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 



Jesus pleads for our forgiveness before the Father, and grants us favor with God when we didn’t 
do anything to deserve it. Jesus is Mercy with us. 
 
 We learned that God is Peace. God is the source and author of peace, but we severed that 
peace when we rebelled against God and made war with Him. Jesus came to re-establish peace in 
this world. Jesus came to reconcile us back to the Father. Jesus came and forgave us our sins, and 
bridged the relational gap between us and God, ending the cease-fire, ending our war against 
Him and His judgment against us, making us not enemies of God but adopted children. Jesus was 
borne a human so that in Jesus you may have peace. Jesus is Peace with us. 
 
 He is the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Jesus is God With Us. Jesus is Immanuel.  
 
 God has spoken to His people a lot of different ways. He has appeared in a burning bush, 
He has appeared in clouds, and pillars of fire. He has spoken in small whispers, He has appeared 
in a fiery furnace. He has spoken through a donkey. He has appeared as three men coming over 
to Abraham’s house for dinner. He has walked with Adam and Eve in the garden. He has 
wrestled with Jacob. He has spoken in dreams, and prophecies, and in visions in throne rooms. 
But God has never communicated so clearly and powerfully as He did through Jesus Christ. In 
Jesus Christ, God has come to us, and is with us.  
 
 Our God is with us this Christmas morning. He has not kept us at arm’s length. He has 
not distanced Himself from us. He has overcome our sin and hell itself to be with us, not only in 
this life, but forever more.   
 
 God became one of us. Why? To save us. To take us from sinful, fallen flesh—a 
shattered image of God—to adopted and redeemed and glorious children of God.   
 
 Listen to what God With Us has accomplished and will accomplish: “But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 
in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus.”   
 
 In other words: God sent the Son down to humans, so that the Son could bring humans to 
God.  Praise the Lord that God is with us this Christmas morning.   
 


