
God Is Holy: Sermon Notes 
 
Definition 
 Two Aspects 
  -Moral holiness- absolute purity in morality 
  -Distinctive holiness- consecrated, set apart, sanctified, and distinct from common 
 God is holy in that He is distinct in essence and pure in ethic.  
 
A Holy Vision 
 Bible—Isaiah 6:1-4 
  -In context of political turmoil, Isaiah saw a vision of God in His holiness.  
  -Isaiah simply sees the train of His robe.  
  -Seraphim (fiery ones) cover their faces and feet in the presence of the holy God. 
  -Seraphim call out God as thrice holy God: holy, holy, holy.  
 
A Holy Dread 
 Bible—Isaiah 6:5 
  -The role of the prophet: to pronounce blessing and woe. 
   -Isaiah has been pronouncing woe on Israel, at God’s direction. 
   -Now, in the presence of God, Isaiah pronounces woe on himself.  
  -Dread is the natural and appropriate reaction of confrontation with holiness.  
 Application 
  -We may think we are holy, so long as we compare ourselves to others. 
  -But when we stand in the presence of God’s holiness, we  
  -If we are condemning, judgmental, self-righteous, or unforgiving…. 
   -We have not yet apprehended anything of God’s holiness.  
 
A Holy Grace (6-7)  
 Bible—Isaiah 6:6-7 
  -A burning coal is used to cleanse the mouth of the prophet, and atone his sin.  
 Application 
  -When we are in dread because of God’s holiness, He graciously makes us holy. 
  -Cleansing requires painful purification.  
   -We must embrace the pain that comes with the recognition of our sin.  
   -Confronting our sin is always painful.  
   -The pain becomes relief when we realize the atoning grace of God. 
   -We have this atoning grace because Christ took on our pain.  
   -Because Christ endured the pain of the cross, we are made holy.  
  -“We must hide our unholiness in the wounds of Christ as Moses hid himself in  
  the cleft of the rock while the glory of God passed by. We must take refuge from  



  God in God. Above all we must believe that God sees us perfect in His Son while  
  He disciplines and chastens and purges us that we may be partakers in His   
  holiness.”  A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, p. 107 
 
A Holy Call 
 Bible—Isaiah 6:8 
  -Now that Isaiah has been made holy, God calls him to go and speak for Him. 
  -Isaiah’s response is not a self-confident eagerness to go. 
   -It is a humble, resolved willingness established in the grace of God.  
   -He will go because God has made him ready to go.  
 Application 
  -We will not be effective in going if we are not first made holy. 
  -God sets people apart in holiness before He calls them to go in witness.  
  -Our strange holiness is not a threat to effective witness, but a requirement.  
  -The holiness of God empowers effective witness for God. 
  -The sent church must be pure in ethic and distinct in essence. Holy as He is holy. 
 


